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Fun as motivator

"GARDNER UNDERSTOOD INSTINCTIVELY
THAT MATHEMATICS WAS BIGGER, RICHER
AND MORE FUN THAN WHAT WAS ALLOWED
IN CLASS. AND HE DIP MORE THAN ANYONE
ELSE IN THE 20TH CENTURY TO GET THAT

MESSAGE TO THE PLIBLIC"
= JORDAN ELLENBERG

"THE BEST WAY, IT HAS ALWAYS SEEMED
TO ME, TO MAKE MATHEMATICS

INTERESTING TO STUDENTS AND LAYMEN
IS TO APPROACH IT IN A SPIRIT OF PLAY"

- MARTIN GARDNER

“SURELY THE BEST WAY TO WAKE UP A STUDENT
IS TO PRESENT HIM WITH AN INTRIGUING MATH-
EMATICAL GAME, PUZILE, MAGIC TRICK, JOKE,
PARADOX, MODEL, LIMERICK, OR ANY OF A SCORE
OF OTHER THINGS THAT DLLL TEACHERS TEND TO
AVOID BECALISE THEY SEEM FRIVOLOUS"

= MARTIN GARDNER

"WHILE T AM STILL A TEENAGER, ONE CF MY
BOALS IN LIFE IS TO SHOW THE WORLD THAT
MATHEMATICS IS FASCINATING, FUN, AND
ACCESSIBLE. I DRAW INSPIRATION DIRECTLY
FROM MARTIN GARDNER EVERY WEEK WHEN I
WRITE A POST FOR MY BLOG COOL MATH STUFF"
~ETHAN BROWN




Mathematical Martin
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Scientific American
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Figure 6. An artist
Triend drew this.
pleture for Gardner,
Ibustrating the

s number of
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by three planes.
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Subtly significant

30,000 mph.

Solution: A combined speed of 21,000 mph plus 9,000 mph is
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Subtly significant

Solution: A combined speed of 21,000 mph plus 9,000 mph is
30,000 mph.

In a minute the distance between them decreases by 30,000 x %
= 500 miles. They are that far apart a minute before they collide
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The influence of Martin Gardner

"YOU'D BE SURPRISED HOW MUCH MATH
YOU CAM LEARN BY EXPLORING SOME OF
THE IMPLICATIONS AND RAMIFICATIONS OF
WHAT MAY SEEM AT FIRST NO MORE THAN
A TRIVIAL BRAINTEASER”

- MARTIN GARDNER

“THERE IS ABSOLUTELY NO QUESTION THAT

HE, MORE THAN ANYONE ELSE IN THE WORLD

WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR TURNING PECPLE OF

ALL AGES ON TO THE PLEASURES OF MATH-

EMATICAL RECREATIONS. MANY HAVE TRIED

TO EMULATE HIM-NOBODY HAS SUCCEEDED"
— RON GRAHAM

"THERE ARE THOUSANDS OF ENTERTAINING
TRICKS WITH CARDS, DICE, COINS, AND
OTHER OBJECTS THAT REQUIRE NQ SLEIGHT
OF HAND. THEY WORK BECAUSE THEY ARE
BASED ON MATHEMATICAL PRINCIPLES"

= MARTIN GARDNER




Skeptical American

"HE WROTE THE CLASSIC FADS AND
FALLACIES IN THE NAME OF SCIENCE
AND THERE HAS NEVER BEEN A HARDER

= ISAAC ASIMOV

BLOW AT SCIENCE'S IRRATIONAL FRINGE"

"WE BELIEVE IT THE DUTY OF SCIENTISTS TO
DEBUNE BAD SCIENCE. A DEMOCRACY WORKS
BEST WHEN CITIZENS ARE ENLIGHTENED
VOTERS., ONLY HARM CAN RESULT FROM AN
ELECTORATE UNABLE TO TELL 600D SCIENCE

FROM BoGUS® - MARTIN GARDNER
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"GARDNER WAS NOT AN INTROSPECTIVE
TORMENTED SOLL; HE WAS A SEARCHER,
AN INVESTIGATOR, A MAGPIE, AND AN
ENTHUSIAST"

= DaVID AUERBACH




Wonderous American

"GARDNER WAS NOT AN INTROSPECTIVE
TORMENTED SOLL; HE WAS A SEARCHER,
AN INVESTIGATOR, A MAGPIE, AND AN
ENTHUSIAST"

= DaVID AUERBACH

"|F GOD CREATES A WORLD OF PARTICLES
AND WAVES, DANCING IN OBEPIENCE TO
MATHEMATICAL AND PHYSICAL LAWS, WHO
ARE WE TO SAY THAT HE CANNOT MAKE USE
OF THOSE LAWS TO COVER THE SURFACE OF
A SMALL PLANET WITH LIVING CREATURES?"
~-MARTIN GARDNER




Magician Martin










We've hinted at the Mathematics and Magic

of Martin Gardner.
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While reluctant to admit to being a mathematician
or magician, Martin was proud to be a mysterian:
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Missed opportunities
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The reality




The reality
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Take 39 steps ... back
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Impossible Map










What to remember about Martin Gardner?
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How www.martin-gardner.org is organized:




Martin may be gone, but his voice resonates
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Martin may be gone, but his voice resonates

On Twitter

Undiluted Hocus-Pocus:

The Autobiography of Martin Gardner
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Undiluted Hocus-Pocus:

The Autobiography of Martin Gardner




Let's wrap it up
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Source:

The real source?
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The real source?




Thanks to the Joint Policy Board for Mathematics:

«O0>» «F>» «E>»



Thanks to the Joint Policy Board for Mathematics:

«O0>» «F>» «E>»



The legacy of Martin Gardner

-

"HE BROLUGHT MORE MATHEMATICS
TO MORE MILLIONS THAN ANYONE
ELSE"

RICHARD K. LY

"WARNING: MARTIN GARDNER HAS TURNED
DOZENS OF INNOCENT YOUNGSTERS INTO
MATH PROFESSORS AND THOUSANDS OF
MATH PROFESSORS INTO INNOCENT

YOUNGSTERS"
- PERS! W. DIACONIS

"MARTIN HAD A PERHAPS LINIQLE
ABILITY TO SAY JUST ENOLGH AND
THEN LET THE READER CARRY THINGS
FURTHER OR MOVE ON, AS THE SPIRIT
MOVED" - PETER RENZ




Moving forward

"IT IS HARD TO EXAGBERATE THE IMPORTAMNCE |
AND INFLUENCE OF THESE [SCIENTIFIC

AMERICAN] BOOKS... FASCINATING, USEFLL,

S
FUN, AND HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT. TIME
HAS PASSED, AND A GENERATION THAT

KNOWETH NOT SARDMNER HAS ARISEN. NOW WE
LCAN FIX THAT" FERMARD @. GOUVEA

«O» «F»r <«

it

v

a
it

DA



New addition to the Mathematical Walk of Fame




MathFest and Celebration of Mind and G4G



